S57TH ANNUAL MARTHA'S VINEYARD STRIPED BASS AND ELUEFISH DERBY
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The morning sun casts shadows of contestants at Memorial Wharf in Edgartown during the 57th annual island fishing derby.

Hooked
on the

derby

Fishing fever brings
island to near standstill
during annual event

By PAULA PETERS
STAFF WRITER

DGARTOWN - There are not many things that
can keep Bob Willoughby away from the
Martha's Vineyard Striped Bass and Bluefish
Derby. He has missed the annual derby only
twice, once for military duty in 1947, and again in 1951
for reasons he can't recall.
Last year, his truck loaded with gear, Willoughby suf-
fered a heart attack Sept. 11
“I ended up in the hospital, but [ got cards and letters
from everyone on this dock,”he recalled while jigging
for squid last week on Memorial Wharf in Edgartown. A
growth of white scruff on his chin, he looked up
through glasses smeared with fish slime.“] hate to say it,
but [ actually cried. It makes you feel pretty good to
know everyone was thinking of you.”

Please sec DERBY JA6

With seven days left in this
year's derby, a 53.6-pound
striped bass is the leader.
Bob Willoughby, left, has
competed in 55 of 57 Vine-
yard derbies, and sports a
cap of pins to tell his tale.
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Derby wobanteer Mike Harrold filets a bluefish for a local soup kitchen in !Mﬂmlﬂldﬂdﬂuwmﬂ'ﬂmﬁnmﬂmﬂmuww
the anglers after it has been weighed in. The fish is distribated to senior centers anound the island.

Derby: Annual fishing fever hits island

confimaed from A1

Dhespite his sethack, v, e 75, managed to
vy Bncwt, yeenr®s derby for the Tmal weel of competition
He caaght ne fish, but picked up pin No. 83, his for
mary years, His pin collection marks 54 of 1be derby's
§7 years. Fie's missing ondy the ones for the two years
b dicdin't aftend, and ons for 1970, which he regrettably
bast

Willoughty also has dozens of extra pins bhe wears
covering & black derby cap, which is how most people
find him among the dozens of fshermen Lning the
dock.

“Theey lowe my hat,"he sald ] haves bued people want

£ bazy it | say, “You haven't got neoney,

When the 5Tth annual Martha's Vineyard Striped
Bass and Bluefich Derby comes to a close next Sunday,
ihere will be & prizes awanded [or big fish and out-
mdmganmlu.hu: maake oo mismake, there will be
AT Winnrs

From the children who beam sportsmanship, to the
students who benefit from scholarships, to the elderly
islanders who are the recipients of thousands of
pounds of (ree Heh over the five-week compstition
there are many who consider themsebes dertry win-
ners, even I they doa take home & big trophy or a
Bosmon Whaler.

And then there are thase who enter the contest each
year for the pure joy of fshing and friendship. People
ke Willowghbry.

Facing the Mad Miax Marina with the Chappaquid
ik ferry cutting through ibe channel behind him,
Willoaghby sat with his boots hasgieg over the side of
the dock next 1o a bucket of squid squirming in black-
ened water

A qaick jerk of the rod and he began resling until &
translucent bug-eyed creatare broke the surtece of the
water, A pockes of black Muld began 1o rise throsgh fis
irmards ke mercury in a thermometer,
el for 1he ink, il stains "Willoughby warmed
n Tomninin of black spewed from the Gk
some call calamuri and others, ke Willoughbry, call
bt

Dherbry calls

Born ued malsed bn Edgartown with nine beothers
and two sisiers, Willoughby left the island as a young
man and rajsed his famidy in Southbor, where he Eves
i & redired house painfer with kis wile of 55 years,

Ench year, he blocks oul the fve weeks in September
aml October and refwms to the isand whene his son
still s 8 home (0 join what has beoome (e quintes
sentinl istand pursuit The quest for the biggest siriped
bncs, blueffish, bonito, and fakse albwcore in two cate
gories, caughit from shore and caught from » boat, Nex
Sunday, & grand prize of o 2002 Chevrolet Silverndo

Fl‘lﬂﬂg captsin Robin Robinion reels in a striper just
south of Agunnsh during the 57th amnusl Martha's
Wineyard Striped Bass and Bleefich Derby.

will go to the shore winner, and an 18-fool Boston
Whaler Daantless to the boal winmer,

Far more than a month, the derby becomes the over-
wheiming passion of meahers, fathers, schoolchildren
and prandparents. When they ren't working, godng to
school o sleeping, they are fishing. Lanchbooes are
moutinely packed alongside tackle boxes, and there is a
pole on nearly every pickap truck. They fish in the dark
of might, in the rain and wind, in the dew.covered sea
gruss of the early moraing

This year, nearly 3000 people have emered the chal-
lenge. “The majority of them eat, sheep and drink fish-
ing."said weigh station coordinator Martha Smith

The tradiition is passed down through gencrutions on
an island where fshing stories are o prmary link be-
fwoon the past and (he present That the recond for a
boat bleedish ks still held by his aunt, Jean Hancock, for
& Z3-pound, 4.5-ounce fish canght in 1972 is nof lest on
Haollis Senith of Aguinnah. For him, the ﬁthing by now

all nbout his oem 11 -yearcld daughier Margoerite, wha
recently won a weekly prize for a 15-pound bass,

“Be mice if she was the one to break that record.” be
saai]

Children are discournged
lalnnduboﬂfahngwm gome flsh NM—
ﬁcnctdhy:mﬂnmmluorslukm
noted LB L) mwnmnlhrdnwhnd—
quarters in Edgariown to waich the moming weigh-in
last weele

"M you're an islander, you don’ hire an island con-
tractor to do & job during derby, You just know betier”

Every day, voluntesrs clean and filet hundreds of
pounds of fish donated by the anglers after it has been
weighed in Volunteers collect the fish and distribute it
o semdor cenbers aroand £he Sland.

The Scholarship Program has awarded mare
than $150,000 1o island sudents, and this year will give
$3,000 to graduating stndors of the island high school,

Talk of the island

Jen Clarke, n world-class angler and charer Ashing

in from Mepemsha, sxid the length of the Vine-
yard derby and the fact that it 2 beld atter the tourist
season gives locals ample opportunity to do their best

B trvors mland fibwrmen "she aald

“That is whal makes this 8 great towemament, that
ard the people. They are dedicnted nnd die-hard about
fishing it,” said Clarke, winner of the derby’s Grand
Slam award in 1997 for the angler with the hemiest
combined weight of all four spetes.

The drama of the toernament is the talk of the island,
where people regulsrly check he “lesder boxrd™ posted
ot the derby hbadquarters and up<dated daily.

With seven /8 1o g0 in ihis r'e dertry. Boddy
Vianderhoop's gans-pwgd Einss L'l?r: andy the one to
beat. The record for the biggest bass is Dick Hath-
mway's 80 pound, 2 ounce shore-caught fish in 1978
Lagt year, Lev Wiodyka's 44 pound. 14 ounce fish won
I 1hse Beat hass cstegory.

But Willoughby doesn't concern himsell with
records. He probmbly won't even weigh in o catch this
SEAR00.

“I have never gothen the big flsh” he sabd, scaling o
fish ane al his doclonates had offered him $20 fo filel,
Willoughby declined the maney and took the fish to
cleaning slation on the wharl, where be canefully cut
thir et frem e bone.

Anciber fherman asked aboui lures and be dis-
persed tise-hooored advice & freely as his filel ser-
vices. The return oa his investment conves in the ferm of
camaraderie he cannal pul o price an.

“1 consider m Buckier than am wha has woa
the derby,"he ﬂ?ﬂﬁ'i:w S0 many mrndm:

For more than a month, the derby becomes the overwhelming passion
of mothers, fathers, schoolchildren and grandparents. When they aren't
working, going to school or sleeping, they are fishing.
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Reeled in
by lure

of fishing
expedition

EDG&R'I’D‘W'N ="No. 2,382, boat, bluefish, 589

‘The weight master's announcement of i
umhﬂ.mmmﬂﬂmumhndmnnmotm
Martha's M‘S&thmllhﬁshmd-&m
Thursday niy id not ring out Like the heralding of a
confender.

nwwﬂyddmmhamormhmmmbn
as @ personal best - o phenomenal effort as evidenced by
wﬂmmnwn_nwwﬁm&hnwnnw&

When | began to investigate this obsession denoted
e word, derby - an obsession that spreads like an infec-

enced it mysell
My only experience af catching fish came when I was a

annual

River. Fortunately, most slipped hands
mmmmmﬂdrh«mmmmhh
Mashpes Pond.

But never before had 1 baited a hook, cast a line or
pulled a fish from the blackened depths of the sea. Sol
turned 1o one of the island's most accomplished anglers
b show mee the wany.

Angling for instruction
The 1997 winner of the derby's*“Grand Slam™ - which
m{nﬂaﬂ mezns tipping the scale with the mos: com-
of fish in all four categories - and catcher of
MhmmmIMMWbmmhld
the American Striper Association's bass fishing contest.
was i

m(mmdatlu Femme Fatale with mm-
:Uhl’ Capt. Robin Robinson, | coaldn’t heve been in bet-

Dazens of shore fishermen dropped their rods and
waved from the jetty as Jen kicked up the throtile fos
cruising speed of 30 knots and left them in her wake.

She slowed as we reached Devil' smnﬁﬁq]lud..

The the constant signal Mickered
mﬂmmrlh uhchmemrbbd
whhdlymm;ﬁmmmbmpmnmw

Liwe bait fishing iz Jen's method of choice, but avtumn
is a trollivg tinae of year for the striped bass we were
secking. Hunkered down in the hottom some 3 bo
Whﬁhbw.bmwnbehﬂedwthyﬂumbbﬂmbﬂ

and worms along at 3 to 4 knots froem our wait-
ing Shimana rads perched on deck. But the bluefish run
interference just sbove them

W let out nearly all of the 300 feet of wire line, 10 feet
hrmrylumolwmdeﬂhddmnedbyu sonar fish
fizler in the console. This method selence 1o i
npomlmmﬂwhsed an & combination of chance

and inhtion.

“Laok ot ‘em.”Jen said, pointing to & pateh of red blem-

ishes at the bottom of the ecreen. “That's fish.”
Speaking in code

Capt. Buddy Vanderboop, the derbry leader for striped
bass and grand alam, also spotted them and was cirding
the same xrea in the Tomahawi. All the while, be and Jen
communicated on the two-way radio in a secret code de-
signed mol 1o diseiose their findings,

Bait the mere sight of the Femme Fatale and Tomahawk
circEing the snme waters attracted a fleet of boats, which
memﬂ:ﬂ to yelling, “fish over here”

ion was spoiled when an inexperienced troller
moved in and cirded too tight.

nearly an howr with no action®on the rods, but it appar-
ently was slow for everyone.
ﬁm:mhedmmhuﬂhndmdm:rmﬂr
en out 100 to calch and watching
military jets ml!mwmm'w
trolled just ol dnﬂnlthahndmeduhndmmd
exclusively for tangst p
Peet B I i attach® ‘Osprey Capt. Patrick Jenk-
mnlq,uaw

lraow what it's ke to Live in Baghds ~Van.
mﬂmm

The ruel thing

Thea the fish began to hit, and [ was suddenly handed
the business end of wn sctive rod and told to=resl it fnt”
The endless task of turning the wire conjured up feel-
inga of excitement, MWMMMMM
breathless.

from behind, yelling, "Be a bass, be a bass™

Then | saw i, just heneath the surface, battling to stay
in the water. With a splash and a thud it was on deck: o
bluefish, bat & keeper nonetheless,

Robin and I would reel in four more fish before head-
iing in. Each of us netted & bass, but mine was not long
enough tobe weighed in. Robin's bass weighed a little
mare than 22 pounds, ber bluefish O

The weigh-in was like 3 community social. Outside der.

headquarters, families were jigging for squid to bait

i ks

ir hooks,
Inside. a crowd gathered to see if the leader board
mﬂdrhnmu young and old lined up with their catch,

big an

Ot :h»md: does, domens of prople gathered on the
dock over the fish-cleaning station, where [ surrendered
muy bluefish a4 a donation to the island's elderly popula-
tion.

Dwarfed between a ginnl bass on ooe side and a signif-
icantly hesvier bluefish on the other, my catch wasn't big,
but it containty was grand



